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SKETCH A CHILD’S PORTRAIT 
Instructor:  Sharon Weiss 
Instructor  E-mail:  pastelsharon@yahoo.com 
Instructor Website:  www.sharonweissart.com 

Instructor Etsy Shop:  etsy.com/shop/sharonweissart 
 

Medium Supplies 
Oil Paint If using oil paint, bring a medium size canvas (11” x 14” or so) and all oil painting supplies.  

Only odorless solvent such as Turpenoid or Gamsol.  Can be canvas board or stretched 
canvas. 

 Include a flat brush 1 inch wide and a variety of flat and round brushes. 

 Plain white copy or sketching paper, #2 pencil, vine charcoal, and an eraser, paper towels, 
palate, cups for solvent and medium 

Acrylic 
Paint 

If using acrylic paint, bring a medium size canvas (11” x 14” or so) and all acrylic painting 
supplies.  Can be canvas board or stretched canvas. 

 Include a flat brush 1 inch wide and a variety of flat and round brushes. 

 Plain white copy or sketching paper, #2 pencil, vine charcoal, and an eraser, paper towels, 
palate, cups for water and medium 

 See examples from Michael’s below 
Michael’s 

 
Michael’s Liquitex Heavy Body, not the Basic line because the paint is too thin.  Note this paint is on-line 

only and not in stores. 

http://www.sharonweissart.com/
file:///C:/Users/pastelsharon/Documents/Artist/Spruill%20Education/2019%20Classes/Supply%20Lists/etsy.com/shop/sharonweissart
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Michael’s  

 Check out deals on Jerry’s Artarama, Dick Blick, Binder’s and Hobby Lobby.  If you can 
afford to spend a few dollars more for better brushes, do so.  It’s better to have a few 
good brushes that many limp brushes. 

Soft 
Pastels 

NOT oil 
pastels 

 

If using soft pastels, the supplies are: 

 Pastel paper 

 2 sheets 12” by 16” or larger Canson Mi-Teintes paper 
o You can buy several sheets of 19” x 25” paper in neutral colors and cut them in 

half or  
o You can buy a pad with several colors at Dick Blick, Binders and Jerry’s 

Artarama. 
o OR 
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 2 sheets of a sanded pastel paper such as Art Spectrum’s Colourfix or  U-Art 

 #2 Pencil and plain white copy or sketching paper 

 Ruler (12”)  

 Kneaded rubber eraser  

 Vine charcoal  

 Latex or vinyl glove or barrier cream for pastels  

 Set of soft pastels (at least 48) – Dick Blick brand is very reasonable, Rembrandt or 
NuPastels 

 Pastel pencils for fine detail 

 ½ wide bristle brush (does not have to be new) 

 Optional:  a backing board and clips to work on an easel 

Charcoal  Pastel or charcoal paper such as Strathmore® 300 Series Charcoal Paper Pad, Strathmore 
400 Series Recycled Toned Gray or Tan paper, Strathmore 400 Series Gray Scale Pads 

 Canson Mi-Teintes paper 12” x 16” or larger 

 Kneaded rubber eraser  

 Vine charcoal  and Compressed charcoal 

 Charcoal pencils 

 White charcoal or pastel pencil if using colored paper 

 Ruler 

Pencil  Heavy weight white drawing paper such as Strathmore® 400 Series Heavyweight Drawing 

Paper Pad 11” x 14” 

 Eraser 

 Pencils - #2 and #4B or #6B 

 Ruler 

Photos, 
preferably 
your own 

Reference photos appropriate of the child or work from a tablet or PC.  If bringing a device, 
bring the power cord and an extension cord.  Photos on a phone are too small to serve as a 
reference.  Print on your home printer or send to a drug store for an 8” x 10” print. 

 


